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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


This issue marks our change from 
regular printing to photolith and the 
loss of our last printer, Jack Gibson, 
to the Navy. From now on the Western 
Railroader will be commercially printed 
at somewhat higher cost. We will absorb 
that cost, but your support in incoreas- 
ing the subscription list is earnéstly 
requested. 


More railroad news is requested by 
the boys overseas to whom the paper is 
being sent. Come on, you railroaders, 
let's hear what is going on. 


Jack gibson went on a sort of fare- 
well fan trip before he went into the 
service and brought back a complete all- 
time roster of the Red River Lumber, 
Look for it in the next issue, 


We got about 20 replies to our note 
about the proposed Market Street fare- 
well trip. That--is not enough. If you 
have put off dropping us a line, act to- 
day if you want the trip. We expect to 
run the trip August 19th or earlier if 
the merger is speeded up. 
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Engineer Billy Jones hiballs the Southern 
Pacific's "Daylight", but still finds time 
to operate his one-éhird full size railroad 
system at Los Gatos. Some 300 townspeople 
turned out last October 16 to dedicate the 
Wildcat Railroad" including the Mayor and 
the Los Gatos high school bande 

A gold plated spike was driven in the 
final ties of the 18-inch guage line by LeMe 
MacDermott who has his own 19-inch guage line 
at the Alameda County park. The celebration 
was on the 29th anniversary of a much simlar 
ceremony on the $250,000 Overfair Railroad 
which Mre MacDermott built for the 1915 Pan- 
ame-Pacific Exposition in San Franciscoe 


: The Wildcat's 26-2 cost approximately 
wy \28$4000 when it was new 35 years ago, and still 
mm A Ecevelops 250 horsepower with 125 pounds work- 

r fing pressure. It originally saw service 

at Venice, California, but has been stored 
in Southern California for some years before 
Billy Jones Brought it up to Los Gatos. 
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AGED SHOP SWITCHER, No. 571, is favorite of Ogden shops and roundhouse. Note the dim- 
out bonneted headlight. In the cab is Engineer E. T. Shreeve, talking to Yardman J. H. Gale, 
who was original switchman with engine when it was sent to Ogden and has had a quarter of 


@ century association with it. 


Going Strong After 63 Years on the Job 


AVORITE of Ogden shops and 

roundhouse is little old No. 571, 
shop switcher, which works around the 
clock these busy: war days. The Ogden 
veteran, built in 1881, once ran out of 
Oakland Pier on the old Seventh Street 
line to Melrose. 

The beloved switcher keeps busy 
pushing around the big Ogden war 
horses and doing all the other Motive 
Power, Maintenance of Way and Store 
Department switching—and is happy 
at it. 

The switcher is known affectionately 
as the “Johnnie Walker,” and was so 
christened. Walker, former engineer on 
the Oregon Short Line, was the original 
engineer of the switch engine when it 


was placed in service in Ogden about 
1918. 

No. 571 was built for the Central 
Pacific and was first numbered ‘‘1901” 
when put into service in 1881, 63 years 
ago. It keeps in excellent trim and 
shrugs off any suggestion that it plans 
to retire. 

“I'm in this thing for the duration 
and then some,” it says proudly. And 
there is a twinkle in the old headlight 
—partly hidden under the dim-out bon- 
net—as it chuffs merrily away. 


Pe 


Photo courtesy S.P. Bulletin 


LATE FLASHES 

The quarry of the Yosemite Cement Companyt 
closed Permanently June 19 following approval 
of the sale of the company's plant equipment 
to the Kiaser Company for a new plant in Ver 


ezuela. 


Days of the Yosemite Valley ReRe are 
numbered. 
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"SITY OF SACRAMENTO" SOLD TO BLACK BALL LINES 

The Southern Pacific-Golden Gate auto 
ferry "City of Sacramento" which was used on 
the San Francis co-Vallejo run to connect with 
the Napa Valley Electric has been sold to the 
Black Ball Line for use between Seattle and 
premertone The 303 foot vessel can haul 100 
gutos and 2000 passengers. She is the 14th 


IFIC ELECTRIC NEWS NOTES , 
: The Pacific Electric has recieved per 
mission to restore seasonal train service 
between Newport and Los Angeles. # PeEe #1648 
former NWP 903, came out of the shops April 
%th looking very much like 1649. # Thirty of 
the Maritime Commission 300 class cars have 
been numbered 4600-4629. # Ex-IER motors, now 
trailers, numbers 313, 316, 520, 321, 524-526 
abou pare now 400-406 respectively. Former IER 
‘ combination motors 625-629, later Maritime 
entral §COmmission 25-28, are now 300-3505-~ 


1901” 
) years 


1 and JOAN FRANCISCO TRANSIT MERGER 
plans 
Actual physical consolidation of the 
“a 6perket Street Railway and the Municipal Rail- 
dlight PY is expected around the first of September 
t bon. [4&8 the formal approval by the security holders 
is expected to take about 60 days, 


Plans for the merger, as announced in 
he campaign, include routing the Municipal 
line F down 4th Street to the S.P, Depot and 
routing some of the cars on Market Lines 6 

mp any ind 17 through Sunset tunnel as well as using 
rovalpom® Of the Market Street Railway cars now 
? ut of service on the heavy Municipal lines, 


There has been some talk of now buying 
§ California Street Cable Railroad, but as 
yet no definate plans have been proposede 
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PICKERING LUMBER GETS NEW ENGINE REN 
The Pickering Lumber Company at stan 
City, Cale, has acquired Hammond Redwood 
to replace motive power damaged in the f 
recently. She will retain the same nun) 
on Pickering. She is a three truck 3) 
built by Lima in June, 1922, #3180.--Al Ross 


FEATHER RIVER LUMBER SCRAPPS RAIL LINE 

The Feather River Lumber Company, Deleke; 
Cale, has torn up its 28 miles of narrow ge 
logging railroad. It sold its number 6, 
three truck shay to the Michigan-Californ 
Lumber Company. Number 2, a two truck shs 
was sold to Hyman-Michels in March, '44, « 
being used to tear up part of the line.-Gib 


MICHIGAN-CALIFORNIA LUMBER ADDS TO ROSTE 
The Michigan-California Lumber, an 
Cal., has put former Scanlon Lumber #2 a. 
Massic, Cale, in service as #14 from Pui 
Grande to the woodse Ex-Scanlon #3 has be 
numbered #15, but is stored at Iowa Can 
near South Cable. Feather River Lumber 
will retain the same number on Michigan-( 
as their #6 went through a trestle last fall 
She will be used from Pino Grande to the Cag. 
when put in service. Number 4 has been pg 
on the run from North Cable to Pino Grande 
an oil burner taking over old #6's run. 
engines except those working out of the woo 
cemp are now oil burnerse The woods enging 
are the sole remaining wood burners in Calli 
orniae -- Gibson 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC MOTIVE POWER 

Two Northern Pacific locomotives, numb} 
1721 and 1754 are being used as helpers e Ys 
of Tuscone High wheeled Atlantic number 
was seen helping an Argonaut consisting 
cars and a 4400. Atlantic 3052 isat Tusco 
in stationary boiler servicee-=--w. E. Waste 
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[BERING OF UNION PACIFIC ENGINES 

The Union Pacific has renumbered its 
8-8-O's 3704, 3705, 3803, 3804 and 3805 
> 3565-3569. The 4-6-6-4's 3900-3939 were 


numbered 35800-38359. These changes were 


e to make way for twenty new 4-6-6-4!gs to 
delivered in July. -- Don Roberts 


ORTHERN PACIFIC '44 LOCOMOTIVE PURCHASES 
The NePe is expecting delivery this year 
eight mallet steam engines, nine 5400 hep. 


esel road engines and nine diesel switch 
nginese 


Y SYSTEM REBUILDS UNITS 
The rear half of Key unit 181 has been 
wmbined with the front half of unit 168 to 
ake a new unit numbered 181. First 181 was 
@recked 8/13/43 in a collision with a truck 
pod trailer; 168 was derailed in Berkeley 

/16/43~ -=- Elmer Cumming 


Stating that abandonment of the Yosemite 
Walley Railroad was "inevitable", the manage- 
“pent of the Yosemite Portland Cement Company 
yweeve urged liquidation of the company's 

roperties. The YV furnishes the only prac- 
icable means of transportdng the lime rock 
grom the quary at Emory to the plant at 
At present the daily mixed train 
Mauls about 25 empties up the canyon in the 
(rhing and picks them up again on the down 
ip. -- Rose, Snook 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC CHANGES RUNS 
The SeP. has changed the runs of trains 
61 and 262 so as to connect with the San 
Joaquin at Modesto instead of Tracy. The 
mn now operates between Davis and Modesto 
2 Sacramento and Stockton. Various light 
ngines are being used including 2299. 
-~- ROse, Welch 
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SACRAMENTO STEAM NOTES 

The Western Pacific has replaced its ¢ Tl 
steam switch engines 154 and 156 with two 
its new diesel-electrics in Sacramento. 
Southern Pacific is using Yosemite Valley x 
2-6-0, in branch line service out of Sac 
mento. -- Vaughn 


KEY SYSTEM ADOPTS 
TURNSTILES FOR BRIDGE TRAINS 

Effective May 14th passengers over tj 
San Francisco Bay Bridge began paying fs 
at the East Bay Terminal passing through 
stiles going to and from bridge trains. 


EQUIPMENT OF THE SAN DIEGO ELECTRIC RAILWAY 


145, 146, 147, 148 . ex-center entrance: 
150, 159 2 out of service 
217-219, 221, 222, 225 : center exit 

351, 352 2 ex-Glendale & Mon 
1,00-449 50 ex-interurban 


1001-1014 14 ex-Salt Lake City 
1015-1030 16 ex-Wilkes Barre 
1031-1050 20 ex-3rd Ave Ry, NN. 
1051-1056 we ex-3rd Ave Ry, N, 


Work Equipment: 

010 Service car 025 Work car 

021 Work car 026 Line car 

022 Ten-Ton crane 028 Trolleywire oi 
023 Work car ' 1163 Plat car 

024 Dump car 1164 Flat car 


Car 146 was only recently put in service. 


The U. S, Maritime Commission cars us 
on the San Diego-Los Angeles run carry ti 
numbers (ex-I. E. R. ): 417, 420, 428, 42 
430, 432, 440, bbl, 442, 443, Lh, 447, 1,5( 
451 and 454. -- Eric Sanders 
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